PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



PCT/JP2002/012984 

iMilllHIl 



.^>plicant's or agent's file reference 
02S1050P 


T?ni> mTnTmrn Anvrrkia Notification of Transmittal of International 
jfUK jrujciiu.K AC xiun preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 

PCT/JP2002/012984 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
11 December 2002 (11.12.2002) 


Priority date (dqy/month/year) 

22 January 2002 (22.01.2002) 


Litemational Patent Classification (IPQ or national classification and IPC 
GOIR 1/073, HOIL 21/66 


^plicant 


TOKYO ELECTRON LIMITED 





1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to die applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e.» sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 5 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 

Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations siqpporting such statement 
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Certain defects in the intemational ^»plication 
Certain observations on the international application 
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Fomi PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



Internationa] application No. 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT PCT/JP2002/0 12984 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . Witii regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I \ the international application as originally filed 
the descr^tion: 

Pag^ Ml ^ , as origmaUy filed 

P^S^s .filed with the demand 

pages , filed witii the letter of 

the claims: 

pages 7-9,11, 13-14 , as originally filed 

pages ^, as amended (togetherwith any statement under Article 19 

pages 6, 10, 12 ^, filed with the demand 

P^g^ , filed with the letter of 

the drawings: 

pages 1/11-11/11 , as originally filed 

pages ^, filed with the demand 

P*g^ .filed with the letter of 

I I the sequence listmg part of the description: 



. — - , as originally filed 

P*^^ ^ ..filed with the demand 

_.filedwiththeletterof 



2, With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

Thes e elements were available or funiished to this Autiiority in the following language which is- 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
prelnninary exanunation was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

^ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 

filed togetfier with the international application in coII^>uter readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 



□ 
□ 



The statement Aat the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 



□ The statement that the information recorded m computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listme has 



been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
the description, pages 



_ the claims. Nos. 1 A 15-25 
the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. rH ™^ ^^^^ ^ established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have beenjumished to the recerving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
^ ^ o^g^^yfi^" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70J6 

ana 70,17). 

^*Any r^lacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claii 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



6-14 



6-14 



6-14 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 2000-121673 A (Tokyo Electron Ltd.), 28 
April 2000 

Document 2: JP 2001-281268 A (Tokyo Electron Ltd.), 10 
October 2001 

Document 3: JP 8-153748 A (Shinkawa Ltd.), 11 June 1996 



The inventions set forth in claims 6 to 14 do not 
involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1 to 
3 . It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
apply the probe array comprising a plurality of probes and 
second film- type support body described in document 2 and 
the bonder set forth in document 3 to the process for 
manufacturing a probe card provided with a trapezoidal 
contactor set forth in document 1. 
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Vm. Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

Claim 13 contains the wording "claim 1", but in the 
claims there is no mention of the aforementioned claim 1. 
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